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Levinson responded, 
“Lets take a look at the 
numbers and see what’s a 
better day.”

Engel countered that 
closing on Thursdays 
could be the best option.

“Many families come 
in on Sunday, and many 
college students come to 
get their homework done. 
Charter school students do 
come in after school but we 
close early on Thursdays 
anyway,” said Engel. 
Residents, 
Students React

Coral Springs residents 
and students have mixed 
views on which day to 
close Northwest Regional 
Library. 

Local Lisa McCastle 
goes to the library every 
Sunday to use the Internet 
and rent movies. 

“I’m disappointed,” 
said McCastle of the 
Sunday closing. “And now 
it’s going to be much more 
congested on Saturdays.”

Jeff Noel, who just grad-
uated from Florida Atlantic 
University, believes a Sunday 
closing will hinder many 
local college students. He 
went to the library every 
Sunday to use the comput-
ers for homework. 

“I’m happy I just grad-
uated because I could not 

afford a computer, and I 
would have never been 
able to get my work done,” 
said Noel. 

Noel suggested cutting 
back hours for each day so 
the library is not closed for 
an entire day. 

“There’s no other place 
to go,” he said. 

On the other hand, 
Coral Springs Charter stu-
dents say they would have 
nowhere to go after school 
if the library closes during 
the week.   

“I come here every 
day after school to do my 
homework,” said Charter 
School junior Alexis 
Sherard.

Charter School se-
nior Desmond Burns 
added, “All the students 
come here every day after 
school. I don’t know what 
we will do.” 

“The library gives us a 
place to stay out of trouble. 
Now we’re going to have 
to hang out outside the 
library or go home,” said 
Sherard.

What do you think 
about closing the library 
one day a week? What 
would be the best day to 
close? Post comments on 
this article at www.enews-
boy.com or www.facebook.
com/ourtownnews. 
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Coral Springs resident 
Mark Gendal has one 
solution for the city’s 

health and economic con-
cerns- more bike racks. 

Gendal, an avid bicy-
clist, recently asked City 
Commissioners to add more 
bike racks in the city.

“The city needs to of-
fer more bike racks,” said 
Gendal, who will also be run-
ning for a City Commission 
seat. “It will encourage peo-
ple to ride their bikes. Also, 
it is an obesity issue, health 
issue and economic issue. 
When gas goes up again, 
more people can save money 
by riding their bikes. These 
bike racks give us a healthy 
look that fosters walking, bik-
ing and helps us to fight obe-

sity- the number one killer of 
our children.”

Plus, it will not cost 
the city any money for the 
racks, according to Gendal. 
He referred to the Broward 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization offering 
bike racks through the 
Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality program. The 
grant stated its purpose: “to 
encourage the use of bicy-
cles for personal transpor-
tation as an alternative to 
motor vehicles.” The grant 
further hopes to improve 
the air quality and reduce 
air pollution by reducing 
the number of vehicles on 
overcrowded roadways.  

Gendal says the bike racks 
are also aesthetically pleas-
ing and provide security. The 
racks come in many forms, 

including the Bike bike rack 
shaped like a bicycle, the 
Hoop rack, Helix rack, and 
the Bike hitch, which pro-
vides a bike lock. He further 
suggested that the bike racks 
be installed in the downtown 
area or industrial park. 

“I would like to see these 
bike racks incorporated into 
any downtown plans our city 
has, as well as retrofitting 
present commercial, parks 
and city properties,” said 
Gendal. 

Also, Gendal believes 
adding more bike racks 
could help ease the city’s sig-
nage codes because some of 
the racks will allow for a sign 
with the name of a business. 

City Commissioners 
jumped on board. 

Mayor Scott Brook, who 
is also an avid bicyclist, said 

he brought up the idea of 
adding more bike racks 
about six months ago.

“A few residents told me 
that there were not enough 
bike racks and found it dif-
ficult to take their bikes to 
certain places,” said Brook. 

Brook wants the 
Commission to look into this 
grant and also adopt a pos-
sible ordinance to require 
new buildings to install bike 
racks. 

City Manager Michael 
Levinson says the racks can 
be installed on commercial 
and private properties. 

The Commission will 
meet again in two weeks to 
discuss the issue. 

Should the city add more 
bike racks? Post comments at 
www.enewsboy.com or www.
facebook.com/ourtownnews. 

By Nicol Jenkins
Editor

Local residents are in an 
uproar over the recent 
driver license, registra-

tion and other fee increases 
that went into effect last week. 

Some rushed to renew 
the day before most driver 
license, registration and oth-
er motorist fees increased to 
double the amount. 

“I would have been up-
set if I didn’t know about it,” 
said Coral Springs resident 
Laura Ganim, who got her 
drivers license renewed at 
Coral Springs City Hall just 
in time. 

Ganim was among about 
35 residents who renewed 
their drivers’ licenses or oth-
er services at City Hall with 
Mini-FLOW, the Department’s 
Florida Licensing on Wheels 
mobile unit. 

The fees were increased 
Sept. 1, and some fees more 
than doubled. Getting a driv-
ers license jumped from $27 
to $48; renewals increased 
from $20 to $48; a replace-
ment license from $10 to 
$25; and motor vehicle 
registration for automobiles 
weighing about 2,500 to 
3,500 went up from $22.50 
to $30.50. 

However, some area 
legislators believed many 
Floridians were left in the 
dark. Also, many argued that 
the fee increases came at the 
worst time because of the 
economic crisis. 

“Unfortunately, I am not 
sure if enough people know 
that the fees increased,” said 
State Rep. Martin Kiar. “I 
voted against the increases. 
This is not the time to raise 
fees on the backs of our hard 

working men and women.” 
Kiar believes the leg-

islature could have raised 
the funding for its deficit by 
other means, including sales 
tax exemptions. 

“If you buy an airplane, 
a yacht or Super Bowl tick-
ets, there are no sales taxes. 
This would have been a way 
to raise revenue without af-
fecting every resident in 
Florida,” added Kiar.  

Rep. Ari Porth believes 
many Floridians will get 
‘sticker shock’ when they 
see the doubled fees.

“It is burdening people 
who can least afford to pay it 
during these tough econom-
ic times,” said Porth.

He thinks that the deficit 
could have been filled an-
other way. 

“There is a $16 billion 
budget deficit in the legisla-

ture. We put in some of the 
stimulus funding and the 
cigarette tax, but we didn’t 
eliminate sales tax exemp-
tions. Also, Internet sales 
were not pursued seriously 
enough,” said Porth. “This 
should have not been on the 
backs of the middle class.” 

Many local residents were 
upset about the high fees. 

“It’s outrageous,” said 
Ganim. “Look at all the peo-
ple that cannot afford cars 
anymore.”

Mercedes Zimmermann 
worries that many cannot af-
ford the cost. 

“For some people, the 
cost will be too hard to pay,” 
she said.  

What do you think about 
the fee increases? Post opin-
ions at www.enewsboy.com 
or www.facebook.com/our-
townnews. 

Locals In Uproar Over License, Registration Fee Increases 

Coral Springs Charter School students use the comput-
ers at Northwest Regional Library.
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